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May 21: Mauricio Sandoval, press officer for the presidency's office, told reporters that preliminary
investigations into the recent assault of Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) member
Vladimir Flores indicated that it was not politically motivated. Juan Jose Martell, Democratic
Convergence deputy and National Peace Commission (COPAZ) member, said the attack against
Flores was part of a "psychological warfare strategy which includes propaganda measures aimed
at distorting current events." Martell said the Convergence supported the FMLN's decision to
withdraw from COPAZ. In reference to Colombia, where dozens of demobilized rebels have been
murdered, Martell said the Front "has the right and obligation to take the experiences of other
countries into account." During a televised interview, Deputy Rafael Machuca of the National
Coalition Party (PCN) also a COPAZ member said, "We understand the FMLN's reaction, but
we do not agree with it." He added that although the attack was "unfortunate, it does not justify
irresponsible actions." The National Sports Institute (INDES) announced that the FMLN's request
to use the Flor Blanca stadium in San Salvador for a political rally had been denied. The Front had
planned to formally announce transformation to a political party at the May 23 event. FMLN leader
Gerson Martinez asserted that the government is engaged in a campaign to obstruct legalization
legalization of the FMLN as a political party. He said the rally would take place elsewhere in San
Salvador, prior to a march through the streets of the capital. In a statement to reporters, Vice
President Francisco Merino said, "Once and for all, it must be stated that as long as [the rebels] do
not disarm, they cannot become a political party. They can scream, kick or do whatever they wish,
but they will not be allowed to become a [legal] political party as long as they remain armed." In
a communique, the "Roque Dalton Commando" threatened to take action against FMLN leaders,
described as "traitors to revolutionary principles." According to the statement, the rebel leadership
has sold out to "Yankee imperialism." FMLN spokesperson Roberto Canas said that communique
could have been fabricated by "ultra-rightist sectors opposed to the peace process." May 22: Merino
said the FMLN had "no excuse" to withdraw from COPAZ, and suggested that the attack on Flores
may have been caused by "problems internal to the [FMLN leadership]." According to Merino,
the assault took place within the context of a "wave of violence" resulting from the elimination
of functions carried out by the former Treasury Police and National Guard. Jose Mario Bolanos,
director of the National Civilian Police (PNC) Academy, told reporters that he had requested
US$42 million from the UN to finance the first two years of academy operations. He added that
the government planned to disburse US$13 million of academy budget funds over the next few
days, while the Spanish government will provide an additional US$1 million. Bolanos said the
first class of 330 cadets would begin a six-month training course in July. He added that a similar
number of cadets would begin the course every month thereafter until 8,000 police officers had
been trained. UN Secretary General Butros Butros-Ghali requested that the Security Council
authorize all 290 military officers pertaining to the UN observer mission to El Salvador (ONUSAL)
to remain on site after June 1. Under the original schedule, June 1 was the start-date for gradual
reduction of ONUSAL's military observer contingent. COPAZ submitted a list of candidates for the
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post of PNC chief to President Alfredo Cristiani. May 23: At a press conference, Defense Minister
Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce said investigations into the Flores incident indicate that the attack was
"circumstantial," rather than "premeditated." He rejected FMLN claims that the assailants were
linked to the military. In response to Ponce's statements, FMLN leader Leonel Gonzalez said,
"We do not dismiss any hypotheses regarding the circumstantial or planned nature of the attack.
But since no statement has yet been taken from [Flores] himself, how can they have completed
the investigation?" During a rally held at the El Salvador del Mundo Plaza in the capital, FMLN
leader Leonel Gonzalez formally proclaimed that the rebel organization had been transformed
into a political party. The rally was attended by thousands. FMLN leader Francisco Jovel said that
despite opposition by "rightist sectors," the government promised to support legislation to facilitate
establishing the Front's party. Jovel said, "We are a party of with several [internal] tendencies,
fully capable of bringing together different currents. [Our party is] open to all Salvadorans who
want to fight for basic transformations in this country." May 25: In statements to reporters from
his San Salvador hospital room, Vladimir Flores said the attack was definitely aimed at him. The
assailants drew his attention, said Flores, by faking a robbery, and when he acted to intervene, one
of the assailants identified himself as a detective. Flores noted that he and his mother had been
forced to move from their home in 1991, after continual surveillance of the house, and numerous
incidents during which he was followed. In statements to reporters, President Cristiani said that
the government was making a concerted effort to compensate for delays in implementing the peace
accords. He added that he hoped the process could be back on schedule by May 31. Next, Cristiani
said the concentration of all military personnel in 62 designated areas would be completed by the
end of the week. He added that National Guard (GN) and Treasury Police (PH) headquarters would
substitute for two of the areas due to "overcrowding." May 27: FMLN leader Joaquin Villalobos
told reporters that the government had made a commitment to a swift and thorough investigation
of the assault on Flores. Consequently, he said, the FMLN will resume participation in COPAZ.
FMLN leader Jovel said that it would be difficult for both the government and the rebels to comply
with all elements of the peace agreement calendar by May 31. According to Jovel, "Discussions
with the government continue, but unfortunately the results are minimal and insufficient for us
to be optimistic about reaching conclusions" by the end of the month. Next, Jovel said the FMLN
did not approve of Benjamin Cestoni, president of the government's human rights commission, as
a candidate for PNC director. He added that Cestoni was "one of the persons who participated in
covering up the military's role in human rights violations throughout the entire civil war period."
The FMLN leader asserted that the COPAZ members took advantage of the Front's temporary
absence to submit an "unacceptable" list of candidates for PNC director to President Cristiani. (Basic
data from Inter Press Service, 05/20/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 05/21-25/92, 05/27/92; Agence France-Presse, 05/21-23/92, 05/27/92)
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